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M. Thomas Buts, and M. Rastall and other Gentlemen of the voyage were very friendly entertained: after that they came to the Earle of Bathe at Bathe, and thence to Bristoll, so to London, M. Buts was so changed in the voyage with hunger and miserie, that sir William his father and my Lady his mother knew him not to be their sonne, untill they found a secret marke which was a wart upon one of his knees, as hee told me Richard Hakluyt of Oxford himselfe, to whom I rode 200. miles onely to learne the whole trueth of this voyage from his own mouth, as being the onely man now alive that was in this discoverie.
Certaine moneths after, those Frenchmen came into England, and made complaint to king Henry the 8: the king causing the matter to be examined, and finding the great distresse of his subjects, and the causes of the dealing so with the French, was so mooved with pitie, that he punished not his subjects, but of his owne purse made full and royall recompence unto the French.
In this distresse of famine, the English did somewhat relieve their vitall spirits, by drinking at the springs the fresh water out of certaine wooden cups, out of which they had drunk their Aqua composita before.
NO. 81. ANDRE THEVET'S ACCOUNT OF AN ENGLISH VOYAGE UNDER HENRY VII OR VIII
From La Cosmographie UniverselU, by Andr6 Thevet, Paris, 15753 vol. n, f. 1022.
.. .Baccaleos, which by its appearance you would liken to the four fingers of a man extended with the hand open; and the isle of Fiche, which adjoins it springing from the northern side; and it is in these places that they have good fishing. Some eight leagues from there, reckoning always from the north, appears a great land called the land of Corte Real, discovered in the year 1501 by a captain named Gaspar Corte Real, a Portuguese; although it had been visited fourteen years before by certain captains of Rochelle, in the neighbourhood of the Gulf of Merosre, who went fairly deep into the said gulf -And it is in that place that the pilot of King Henry of England, with a good number of ships, thought to have found a strait to pass into the Pacific Ocean, But being in the latitude of fifty-nine degrees, having coasted these regions for a long time, not without great difficulty on account of the continual cold, he found himself balked of his enterprise, and came to touch at the Isle of Caravelle, where he almost lost his life because of the breakers, rocks and perils that are there. Passing beyond he entered the river named of Torment for some ten or
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